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Although at the end of 1933 the two years specified in the Statute
of the Congress for its re-assembly had elapsed, no steps appear to
have been taken to convene another meeting, and, in spite of the
efforts of the President and Central Bureau, the Congress seemed to
be going the way of its predecessors. In the spring of 1934, however,
it once again came prominently into notice in connexion with the
war which broke out at that time between King Ibn Sa'ud and the
Imam of tho Yaman.1 This event produced a profound impression
in the Arab countries, and moved the Executive Committee of the
Congress to appoint a Peace Delegation, composed of the Mufti,
'Allubah Pasha, the Druse Amir Shaklb Arslan, and the Syrian
Nationalist leader al-'Atasi Bey. They reached Mecca on the 14th
April and were received by King Ibn Sa'ud, who declared his willing-
ness to accept their arbitration. The delegates opened telegraphic
communication with the Imam, and took part in the negotiations
which resulted in the treaty that was initialed at Ta'if on the 20th
May and was published simultaneously at Mecca, San'a, Cairo and
Damascus on the 23rd June.8

Thereafter, the Congress showed little sign of activity, and the
new university remained an aspiration;3 but the Central Bureau,
with its offices in the Haram at Jerusalem, still remained in
existence.

(ii) The Admission of Iraq to Membership ol the League of Nations
and the Problem of the Non-Arab Minorities

(a) IOT&ODTJCTORY NOTE

The admission of the Kingdom of 'Iraq to membership of the
League of Nations on the 3rd October, 1932, by the unanimous .vote
of fifty-two states members of the Assembly was an event of historic
importance and interest for a number of reasons.

In the first place, this political emancipation of an Oriental country
from the control of a Western Power signalized the reversal of a
previous process of Western imperial expansion which had "been at

1 See section (xii) of this part. Before this, the Bureau had organized
a recaption at Jerusalem for the Persian and Afghan Ministers to Cairo in
January 1934, after the demonstrations in the Persian Majlis on behalf of the
Arabs of Palestine (see below, section (vi), pp. 282-3).

a Orients Modtrno, March 1934, pp. 231-2, April 1934, p. 298, May 1934,
p, 314, Before leaving Jiddah the delegates were thanked by Ibn Sa'ud for
their services (iUd,, May 1934, p. 340).

0 At the time of writing the Palace Hotel was being leased by the Govern-
ment of Palestine for the use of certain of its Departments.